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68o BOOK REVIEWS. 

A Selection of Cases on the Conflict of Laws. By Joseph 
Henet Beale, Jr., Professor of Law in Harvard University, 
In three volumes. Boston : The Boston Book Company. 1902. 
$10.50 net. 

This work was prepared for use in Harvard Law School. Its 
author, a professor in that School, is now also Dean of the Law 
School of the University of Chicago. 

Like most case-books intended primarily for the use of stu- 
dents, it gives the cases in full, but without head-notes. An 
excellent "Summary," about fifty pages in length, is a condensed 
treatise on the topic, based on the cases. 

About four hundred common law cases and seventy-five cases 
from European countries, Egypt, and South Africa, are included 
in the collection. Fifteen hundred other American, English, and 
Canadian cases are cited in the notes, besides a large number of 
foreign decisions, — altogether a much larger collection of au- 
thorities than can be found in any previous work on the subject. 
The extracts from the Preface and the Table of Contents, 
given below, wiU explain the plan and framework of the collec- 
tion. 

"The topic of the Common Law upon which Judge Story has 
imposed the title. The Conflict of Laws, consists of four parts, 
different in origin, though closely related to one another in their 
practical application. 

"The Conflict of Laws is first concerned with the jurisdiction 
of states — the extent of their legislative and judicial power, and 
of the obligation and right of individuals to obey and to take 
advantage of the legislation of one or another state. These are 
questions of international law, which should properly be decided 
in every country in the same way. 

"The topic is next concerned with the creation of legal rights 
and obligations, as a result of the sovereign action of some state; 
often an international matter, though the questions involved are 
rather questions of foreign fact than of law. 

"The next concern of this branch of the law is the recogni- 
tion and inforcement within one state of rights and obligations 
which have been created in another state ; a question not in any 
sense international, but to be determined in accordance with the 
municipal law of the state concerned. 

"Finally, there remains to determine the legal process by 
which, if at all, the foreign right shall be inforced; also, 
obviously, a municipal question. 

"But though the doctrines which make up the topic, The Con- 
flict of Laws, are of various origin, they all form part of the 
Common Law of England, and have been adopted as such in the 
states of the American union ; they are law with us, not because 
they arose in international comity and usage or in municipal 
practice, but because they are acted upon in our courts. The 



BOOK REVIEWS. 68 1 

name. Private International Law, sometimes applied to the whole 
topic, is therefore inadequate and misleading. 

"This collection of cases is the result of seven years' experi- 
ence in teaching the Conflict of Laws. The arrangement of the 
subject may be open to logical objections ; but there seemed to be 
sufficient practical reason for the order adopted. Most of the 
cases here printed were decided in the English and American 
courts ; but valuable cases in the British Colonial courts have also 
been printed. In these colonies, as in the United States, the 
principles of the Conflict of Laws are of especial importance, 
since in them business transactions are seldom confined within 
state or colonial lines. Several foreign cases will also be found 
in the collection." 

The contents given herewith indicate the classificatory scheme 
and the scope of the work. 

Volume I, Part I, Jurisdiction: Chapter I, Law: Sect. I, 
The Extent of Legislative Power; Sect. II, The Origin 
and Change of Law; Sect. Ill, Concurrent Legislative Jur- 
isdiction; Sect. IV, The Nature of Foreign Law; Sect. V, 
Comity. Chapter II, Jurisdiction oyer Persons and Things: 
Sect. I, Domicile; Sect. II, Taxation; Sect. Ill, Tempo- 
rary Presence. Chapter III, Jurisdiction of Courts: Sect. I, 
Jurisdiction in Rem; Sect. II, Personal Jurisdiction; Sect. Ill, 
Jurisdiction Quasi in Rem; Sect. IV, Jurisdiction for 
Divorce. Part II, Eemedies: Chapter IV, Eight of 
Action. Chapter V, Procedure. Volume II, Part III, 
The Creation of Rights: Chapter VI, Personal Eights; 
Sect. I, General Principles; Sect. II, Capacity; Sect. Ill, Mar- 
riage; Sect. IV, Legitimacy and Adoption. Chapter VEI, 
Eights of Property : Sect. I, The Nature of Property ; Sect. II, 
Immovables; Sect. Ill, Movables; Sect. IV, Trusts; Sect. V, 
Marital Property. Chapter VIII, Inheritance: Sect. I, Intes- 
tate Succession; Sect. II, Testamentary Succession; Sect. Ill, 
Execution of Power. Chapter IX, Obligations ex Delicto. Chap- 
ter X, Obligations ex Contractu: Sect. I, Place of Contracting; 
Sect. II, Formalities; Sect. IIII, Obligation; Sect. IV, Inter- 
pretation; Sect. V, Effect; Sect. VI, Assignment; Sect. VII, 
Performance; Sect. VIII, Dicharge; Sect. IX, Special Forms of 
Obligation: (a) Mercantile Instruments; (6) Obligations of 
Carriers; (c) Obligations Quasi ex Contractu. Volume III, 
Part IV, The Eecognition and Inforcement of Eights : Chapter 
XI, Personal Relations: Sect. I, Capacity; Sect. II, Marriage; 
Sect. Ill, Legitimacy; Sect. IV, Guardianship of the Person; 
Sect. V, Incorporation. Chapter XII, Property. Chapter 
XIII, Inheritance. Chapter XIV, The Administration of Es- 
tates: Sect. I, Estates of Deceased; Sect. II, Wardships; Sect. 
Ill, Insolvent Estates; Sect. IV, Estates in the Hands of Re- 
ceivers. Chapter XV, Judgments: Sect. I, The Nature of a 
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Judgment; Sect. II, The Obligation of a Judgment; Sect, III, 
The Judgment as Bes Judicata; Sect. IV, The Effect of a 
Judgment on Property. Chapter XVI, Obligations: Sect. I, 
Penal Obligations; Sect. II, Obligations ex Delicto; Sect. Ill, 
Obligations ex Contractu. Summary. Index to Summary. 



Sociological Studies of a Medico-Legal Natuee. By Louis 
J. EosENBEKG, LL. B., Associate of the Victorian Institute, 
London, England, Michigan Delegate to the American Con- 
gress of Tuberculosis (1901), etc., and N. E. Aeonstam, M. 
D., Ph. G., Assistant in Chemistry and Dermatology, Michi- 
gan College of Medicine and Surgery, etc. With introduc- 
tion by Hon. Clark Bell, LL. D., President of the Medico- 
Legal Society. Pages 143. Chicago: G. P. Engelhard & 
Co. 1902. 

Here in a small volume of 137 pages are collected some nine 
or ten essays on subjects which at first seem rather heterogeneous, 
but which are really connected by the thread of thought in the 
idea conveyed by the word "Medico-Legal." 

It is presumed from the nature of the essays that the authors 
— a physician and a lawyer — collaborated on each of the subjects 
since each essay has parts indicating the vievrpoint to be now of 
the one profession and now of the other. 

Sociology is a wide field, consequently it is not to be wondered 
at that the subjects of these essays range widely, from Crime, 
and The Drink Evil to Premature Burial, Euthanasia, Amnesia, 
The Education of Feeble-minded Children, Tuberculosis and 
Suicide. 

The treatment of each subject is suggestive rather than exhaus- 
tive. Thus the essay on suicide is of interest in connection with 
the note on the case of Grace v. The State, 69 S. W. 539, on 
page 675 of this number of the Ameeican Law Eegistbe. But 
the essay fails to mention the peculiar Texas doctrine on the 
subject. 

In connection with the book by Dr. Crothers ("Morphinism 
and Narcomanias from Other Drugs; Their Etiology, Treatment 
and Medicolegal Eelations. By T. D. Crothers, M. D., Superin- 
tendent of Walnut Lodge Hospital, Hartford, Conn. ; Editor of 
the Journal of Inebriety; Professor of Mental and Nervous 
Diseases, New York School of Clinical Medicine, etc.), reviewed 
in the last number of this magazine, the book seems to indi- 
cate a tendency to put the study of such subjects on a scientific 
basis, which though still in its inception is yet praiseworthy as 
being a step in the right direction. 



